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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR RETURNING TO CARACAS 

OUR CONTACTS IN VENEZUELAN EMBASSY HERE REPORT THAT 
CURRENT AMBASSADOR SALCEDO BASTARDO IS RETURNING TO 
CARACAS TO A POSITION WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ'S STAFF 
(SECRET ARIA). THIS AFTER 8 MONTHS AT POST. GENERAL 
BELIEF HERE IS THAT JOHN RAPHAEL, DESCRIBED AS THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE FONMIN WILL REPLACE HIM. OUR 
CONTACTS CLAIM THAT RAPHAEL AND FONMIN ESCOVAR SALOM 
ARE ON THE OUTS. 
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